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Report Overview 
THE HOUSE IN PERSPECTIVE 

This is 100+ year old detached house with a basement configured as a duplex.  As with all homes, ongoing maintenance is 

required and improvements to the systems of the home will be needed over time.   

 

 

 

CONVENTIONS USED IN THIS REPORT 

For your convenience, the following conventions have been used in this report. 

Action: 

 
P=Provide: Add or implement. 

R=Repair or Replace: A system or component which is missing or which needs corrective action to assure 
proper and reliable function. 
F=Further Evaluation Required: A system or component which requires expert analysis by a specialist. 
I=Improve:  Recommended but not a priority. 

M=Monitor: Suggests monitoring in order to determine if repairs are necessary. 

 
Urgency: 
 
I=Priority: Should be addressed immediately. 
U=Unpredictable: Uncertain operability or condition. 
D=Discretionary: Not immediately required; may be considered optional. 
M=Maintenance: Normal maintenance procedures should be applied. 
R=Recommend: Suggested but not a priority; should be addressed but not required immediately. 
 
In the form: 
 
Action-Urgency 
(Photos below) 
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THE SCOPE OF THE INSPECTION 

All components designated for inspection in the ASHIá Standards of Practice and/or NJ Standards of Practice 
NJAC 13:40-15.16 are inspected, except as may be noted in the ñLimitations of Inspectionò sections within this 
report. 

It is the goal of the inspection to put a home buyer in a better position to make a buying decision.  Not all 
improvements will be identified during this inspection.  Unexpected repairs should still be anticipated.  The 
inspection should not be considered a guarantee or warranty of any kind. 

This inspection is visual only.  A representative sample of building components are viewed in areas that are 
accessible at the time of the inspection.  No destructive testing or dismantling of building components is 
performed. 

Please refer to the pre-inspection contract for a full explanation of the scope of the inspection. 

Also, all notations to code-based dimensions, quantities, etc. are based on NJ UCC (Uniform Construction Code) 
requirements. However, current NJ UCC code requirements may not have been in place when the building was 
constructed. 

WEATHER CONDITIONS 
Weather conditions of 78 degrees F. and dry at the time of the inspection.   

RECENT WEATHER CONDITIONS 
Rain has been experienced in the days leading up to the inspection.  
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STRUCTURE 
STRUCTURE OBSERVATIONS 

RECOMMENDATIONS / OBSERVATIONS: 

 

1) Improve-Recommend: 

 

The bearing beam to column top plate attachment is poor. Screw bolts should be used to replace the current loose nails to 

ensure structural integrity. 

 

2) Repair-Recommend: 

The crack in the basement rear/left wall should be filled with epoxy/equivalent to prevent leaking to the basement. It does not 

appear to be a structural concern. It can, however, allow moisture penetration to the basement which can cause wood rot and 

mold issues in the basement. 
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3) Repair-Priority: 

 

The joists are poorly connected to the main (wood) bearing beam in the main basement. The ledger boards that were intended 

to support the joists are missing and need to be replaced to prevent structural floor collapse. Also, to ensure structural 

integrity all joists that are cracked (most commonly at the notch corners) should be reinforced (ñsisteredò). 
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4) Improve-Recommend: 

 

There is inadequate joist end bearing surface area/capacity in the rear basement. Each joist should rest on at least 1.5ò of solid 

end bearing surface area. Several do not. Joist hangers should be added to ensure structural integrity and to prevent floor 

collapse. 

 
 

5) Repair-Priority: 

 

The bottom of the basement stairs stringers are rotted from water damage. The stairs/stringer needs to be repaired/reinforced 

to prevent stair collapse. 
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Foundation Type Floor Construction Exterior Wall Construction 

Poured Concrete (Rear basement) Joists Masonry 

Masonry Block (front porch) Trusses Wood Frame 

Masonry Brick Concrete Wood Frame, Brick Veneer 

Stone Not Visible Log 

 Engineered I beams Post and Beam 

   

  Configuration  

 Basement Roof and Ceiling Frame 

 Crawl Space (front porch) Rafters/Roof Joists 

 Slab-on-Grade Trusses 

  Not Visible 

Restricted/Limited 
Access Areas 
 

Clutter 
against 
walls 

Entered 
but 
Access 
was 
limited 

No 
Access 

Finished/Concealed 

Crawl Space     

Basement     

Knee Wall Areas     

Attic 
    

Garage     

 

LIMITATIONS OF STRUCTURE INSPECTION 

As we have discussed and as described in your inspection contract, this is a visual inspection limited in scope by 
(but not restricted to) the following conditions: 

¶ Structural components concealed behind finished surfaces could not be inspected. 

¶ Only a representative sampling of visible structural components were inspected. 

¶ Furniture and/or storage restricted access to some structural components. 

¶ Engineering or architectural services such as calculation of structural capacities, adequacy, or integrity are 
not part of a home inspection. 

 
Please also refer to the pre-inspection contract for a detailed explanation of the scope of this inspection. 
 

NOTES: 

Crawl space under front 

porch not accessible 
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ROOFING  
ROOFING OBSERVATIONS 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS / OBSERVATIONS: 

 

6) Replace-Recommend: 

The roof is at the end of its expected lifespan and should be replaced in the near future. There are several areas that need 

immediate repairs (e.g. right/rear (upper), front/right and right/rear (lower)). Curling and cupping on the shingles is evident 

elsewhere. The homeowner may be able to extend its lifespan if periodic repairs are performed as required. Such near-term 

repairs should be expected. Budgeting should begin for roof replacement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


